W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World

Krishna Venta in the Boulder Shelter
60 Box Canyon

W.K.F.L. Wisdom Knowledge Faith Love
Fountain of the World
585 Box Canyon, for sale $6.2M, 11.3 acres
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Introduction

From 1949 to the 1960's, the cult "The Fountain of the World", run by Krishna Venta, resided in two places in Box Canyon,
Chatsworth Lake Manor. In 1958 two suicide bombers, former cult members upset by their leader's sexual misconduct,
blew themselves up at the headquarters building, killing Krishna Venta and seven others.

The remains of the site at 585 Box Canyon Road is for sale today, $6.2 million for 11.3 acres.

This presentation will be divided into four parts:
» Kirishna Venta's background, born Francis Pencovic in San Francisco in 1911.
* The lower site at 60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter (1950 to 1954)

» The upper site at 585 Box Canyon, The Fountain of the World (1949 - 1970) no mention in newspapers after 1969,
stories that Charles Manson stayed at the Fountain for several months in 1968.

* A 25 minute film made by Callie Shanafelt, a daughter documenting her father and uncle who lived as children at The
Fountain of the World. Her grandparents and their one year old child died in the 1958 bombing.

This presentation will be posted at our website, chatsworthhistory.com, Digital Archives, Presentations.
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“|
n Greek
mythology,
Pandora
was given
a box and
told not to
open il.
She did it
anyway
and
unleashed
all the

troubles of

the world.”

BIRD LOVER: June "Auntie June" Matthew

the canyon, she says,

You need to see the good side’

Introduction

Staff phot

» Greg A. Cooper
alks from one of her two aviaries in Box Canyon. A longtime resident of
of people.

Squeezing the Box

This program is timely as the Fountain of the World property in Box
Canyon is up for sale. The long-time owner of 585 Box Canyon is

Phil Shiver, who has owned property in Box Canyon since 1967.
He recently sold it to an acquaintance and it is up for sale.

The article above discusses how newcomers to Box Canyon have brought County Inspectors.

By T.J. Sullivan
Staff writer

ox Canyon is full of Pandoras
The gorge that connects Simi Val-

y to Chatsworth used to be a well-

kept secret, a boxed escape fur people
Mm)ubl didn't cotton to city life,

It has been a home for
like June Matthews, a 77-
who cares for nearly 400 caged birds
around hu trailer; and Phil Shiver, a 30-

a who collects
uhnlL and other scraps of this and that
on his property.

“Some people could call it junk,” said
Shiver, “but one man’s
S dm)lh('l man’s

For decades Shiver
and his neighbors \
were allowed to live
as they pleased, hid-
den away in Box
Canyon. Because Ven-
tura County's building
inspectors are bound
by policy to respond
only to complaints,
residents rarely were
hassled for violating
zoning or building

| LA. County
codes, even though g
such violations were

rampant.

Then newcomers discovered the Box
in the 1980s and opened it up.

‘Trouble soon followed.

Some newcomers paid hundreds of
thousands of dollars to build houses with
all the proper permits. And when they
were done, they didn’t blur the distinction
between “rusty” and “rustic” as easily as
some of the old-timers

In the simplest terms, they wanted the

junk cleaned up.

Some people, including st
ra County officiz
clear legal lines. y
building codes have h( vmhlul for
years in the area, and it Was just a matter
of time before the lack of enforcement
would come to an end.

Others raise ethical questions about
the fair i
their liv Jcause someone
money or different val

Bob Wood, a real
Canyon, compares the
people who move next to an airport and
then complain about jet
noise.

“If they move next to
a house with aban-
doned cars in the yard,
the big sur-
pris said  Wood,
whose for-sale signs in
the canyon almost out-
number the ubiquitous
no-trespassing  signs.
“I think that evolution
is inevitable (in Box
Canyon) ... but to just
come in with a hammer
and beat down all the
=~ old-timers, T think

vith more

Stalf graphic by Wendy Noda  thats probably going to

be hard on everybody.”
Although county officials are bound by
state law not to reveal the source of com-
plaints, they concede h |l mmpl.nnl\
come from the
Robert P. Lawry, (lu'vclm of the
for Profes sthics at Case Western
Reserve y in Cleveland, Ohio,
said it doesn’t m fair to allow one way
of life for nd then expect a change
Please see BOX CANYON on A6

STUDY IN CONTMSTS' A castle on the hill in Box Canyon
looks down on a home made from an older water tank.
Deputy Sheriff Wendall Hildebrandt calls it a “candominium.”

1997-05-04 Ventura County Star pgl

Phil Shiver is quoted as saying "Some people could call it junk, but one man's junk is another

man's treasure."
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Introduction

Box Canyon: When 2 cultures clash

Phil Shiver went to jail for four months as a result of his

violations. He said he would rather serve the time than accept

three years probation and pay the $250 fine the court offered
him.

"l won't take probation for any reason because you're under

contract with the government,” he said. "Then all they have to
do is allege that I'm a bad guy and they can jack me anytime.

"If your freedom ain't worth fighting for, you don't deserve it."

1997-05-04 Ventura County Star pg2
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his large face has been carved nto a rock along Box Canyon Road in easter Ventura County.

Todd Collart, manager of the
county’s zoning_administration
section, takes a hard line on the
1. In his opinion, the struc-
res have been on borrowed time
since the day they went up, and
use “any means available to
$et them (0 Comply”
The Internal Revenue Service
gets a callf the person s suspect-

ing in_shoddy structures, The
fum ety is called if ani-
t in poor condi-
allif

the people look “nefariou
st resort is to go into

court (o the bulding code vio-
at's a long,

still isn't very successful,
said

Some people have been given
more than two years to fix a prob-
lem and still did nothing.

More moving boxes

Box Canyon is among the coun-
ty's top five pockets of concentrat-
ed building violations, Cameron
said.

What makes it a special case i
that it has significant appeal to
home buyers from Los eles
because it's secluded and_ still
within a few miles of a major shop-
ping mall

So the newcomers keep com-
ing, innocently opening the box.

Wood said his real estate office
gets about one telephone call a
week from people who say they

Staff photo by Greg A. Cooper

“just discovered” Bax Can
will be another Topanga

on," Wood said, referming to
n Angeles where

an

than $500,000 apiece. “Property
xtremely high, but
I still be imbued with these
rustic ... unique model dwellings.
Right now Topanga is probably
150 to 200 percent above our vals
sud wo'l gt o there,
There y ha
in Box

e timers say that's all
the fight i about — oney —nd
they don't like

Billy Hall »mmn lived in the
area for more th: d
the point was made ¢
few years ago by a man vho
bought a house nearby. “He said)

that,’ and he started pointing at &
sty e here or something

"It s Cindy M
year resident of the canya

oc Live and lef
live.”

“There are some.
to move in who will s
opportunity o cle

0 are going
it as ant

and T think they e going

ot of r Weod_ said
There .. are peopie up there whd
have been out of compl r

decade or more and they probably
aren't about to change.”
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Introduction

Next up: A 2-minute video, "Xanadu"

585 BOX CANYON, Ventura County
PRICE RECENTLY IMPROVED TO $6,200,000
BY HOLLY HATCH AND CHRIS JOHNSON

Welcome to Xanadu, a hidden gem nestled within the breathtaking Santa Susanna Hills of Ventura County. For more than
75 years, Box Canyon has remained a well-kept secret, preserving its rich history of life and love, which is truly unique to
Southern California. Secluded just far enough to provide the feeling of being in the middle of nowhere, yet conveniently
close to everything you need, this pristine landscape awaits a grand transformation.

Upwards of 16.8 acres, and 10 separate APN'’s, each with its own story to tell. Explore a mesmerizing terrain adorned with
mysterious caves, intriguing buildings, and a concealed waterfall, multiple artesian wells, all of which add to the allure of
this remarkable property.

Xanadu https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xsaX876N58&t

https://hollyandchrisluxuryhomes.com/box-canyon/
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Introduction

AT

A

* In 1949, Krishna Venta's cult was living
at 60 and 585 Box Canyon Road, both
properties owned by Floyd and Essie
Berry, early real estate investors in
Chatsworth Lake Manor pgs 30-35

* In the 1950 census, Floyd and Essie
were living at 23300 Valley Circle Drive,
today's Log Cabin Mercantile Co.

* In the 1950 census, Krishna Venta and
his wife Ruth were living at 662 Box
Canyon with their 3 children

Occupation: Teacher of Philosophy ik vl g g
Industry: Spiritual Group 2 o N i, S Y,
Census Taker notes: This person head of religious cult. Refused to give age & place of birth.
Left an I.C.R. to be sent directly to Bureau of Census.
3 houses also listed under same number, because there is only one "head" the "Master", namely Mr. Venta.

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 7
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& Parcels (1)
Parcel APN - 649003009

Property Identification

Assessor's Parcel #:

APN Suffix: 0

Situs Address:

Acreage: 7.4500
View Assessor Map

Parcel Description

Tract Number:
Map Number:

Parcel Reports
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585 Box Canyon Parcel map 7.45 acres in yellow. The other parcels north

of 585 make up the balance of the 11.3 acres for sale.

The headquarters building that was blown up in 1958 was at today's
535/533 Box Canyon (built in 1960 and 1979)

585 Box Canyon Assessor's map, Lot 9, W.K.F.L. circled in red
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Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) early timeline

Francis Herman Pencovic (1911-1958) was born in San Francisco on March 29th, 1911 to Albert
Pencovic (1888-1963), a Jewish immigrant from Romania and his wife Maude Busenbark (1889-1981),
born in Utah. His father remarried in 1914.

His mother Maude was previously married to Chester Fenner in Reno in 1909. They moved to San
Francisco, Chester ended up in San Quentin, and they were divorced.

It appears Maude and Albert Pencovic had Francis as an illegitimate child in 1911. At the age of 3 it
appears that Maude gave her child up for adoption in Utah to Maggie Jessen. In 1915 Maude married
Andrew Hansen in Pocatello, Idaho.

Note: In a 1949 newspaper article, Krishna Venta said Francis Pencovic was the name of a child who
disappeared from San Francisco "miraculously" at the age of 3.

Maggie Jessen was married to Nephi Jessen in Salt Lake City, Utah in 1905. Nephi died in 1913, before
Francis was adopted. Francis was brought up under the Mormon religion by a single mother.

In the 1920 census (age 9) he is listed as Frankie Jessen, the adopted son of Maggie Jessen (from Utah)
in Elko, Nevada. In 1927 Frank Jessen is a member of the Elko High School Glee Club.

In 1930 (19) in El Paso, Frank Jessen is arrested for burglary, sentenced to 90 days in county jail.

In 1932 (21) in Los Angeles, Frank Jessen is arrested for petty theft, sentenced to 90 days in jail with 60
additional days suspended.

In the 1940 census Francis Pencovic (29) is married in Berkeley, Ca to Geneva Webster, they have two
children, Peter and Laveta.

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World



Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) timeline

— e

Startling . . . .

« On March 29th, 1945 (34), Francis Pencovic marries A BENHLOOTSLOND
Ruth Britzell from Utah. (Note: He was married on the : ol « (BN 3
same day as his birthday; in 1945 this was also Good Daring . « . Ay
Friday. All weddings at the Fountain will take place on Becrets < Sunday, June 30
March 29th) ; w 2:30 p.m.

- The Future . e P v

+ In July 1945 he enlists in the Armed Forces at Fort Foretold! WA 3y | Come Early ’ If You
Douglas, Utah, and is discharged in December of that Krishna Venta Waht a Seat!
el DO YOU WANT WISDOM?

* In 1946 (35), he speaks for the first time as Krishna T;e Fl‘)t;ture ;f :‘:I;{(:;irm ;vThe P;;wers of Mental Telepathy
Venta, (no beard or robe)....Do You Want Wisdom? gy » -« The Conquering Power of

Thought . . . How to Gain Health, Wealth, Happiness

The Great Secrets of India...World Predictions, Atomic
‘ Powers, ete.

Hear NABIRSHA—Utah’s Prominent Composer
Play Her CLASSICS of CHRIST.

1946-06-27 Krishna Venta Ogden Standard Utah

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 10



Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) timeline

1946-09-21 Krishna Venta Speaks in St. Louis, world
prophecies, from India

1946-11-14 Speaks in Cincinnati, a prophet from India, no
accent is proof of his mind power

1947-05-08 Speaks in Florida, Evangelist Philosopher

1947-06-01 article on Krishna Venta, in Florida writing a
book. He is a tall lean man with monogramed white silk
shirts and white pants. Monogramed in a circle of pale
blue are the four letters WKFL ...his creed, Wisdom,
Knowledge, Faith and Love.

1947-06-20 Speaks in Boston, Philosopher from the valley
of Shangri-la, India.

1947-08-03 Portland Maine -- Nepal-born Krishna Venta,
descended from Altantians and Shangri-La residents.

04/16/2024

§ EELTTTETTN

N WORLD
} PROPHECIES UP
~ TO 2000 A. D.

. ALHAMBRA GOTTO ASSN. BUILDING
2626 SOUTH GRAND AVE., $t. Louis

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22—2:30 P. M.

NA VENTA

Come early if you want a seat

STARTLING—DARING—REVEALING

This is your epportunity te knmow the future. Krishna Venta is one of the Creat
Masters of the Meta Verda Valley of India. He has been prophesying in the Western
World since 1927 and has foretald every rrea' event. You should net miss this epper
funity. A message from bim can give you wisdom and success beyond your dreams.

This Is Your Invitation, Admission by Donation,

MONDAY NIGHT, SEPT. 23—8 P. M.
THIS GREAT SECRET REVEALED

THE ORIGIN OF MAN ON EARTH

1946-09-21 St Louis Post Dispatch

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 11



Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) timeline

1948-02-14 Speaks in Arizona, 15-hour program on world
prophecies

1948-04-03 Speaks in Denver, on a mission to save the world,
with Florida license plates

1949-03-02 Man in Denver wears no shoes, protected by an
“aura”, taught by Krishna Venta (the voice)

1949-03-12 London Bound arrives in New York from Denver,
with wife Ruth for a series of Lectures in Europe. He is
bearded, dresses in shrouds and wears no shoes.

He leaves for a two month swing through England, France,
Denmark and Italy.

R

1949-03-12 arrives in New s A 3
The Voice of Brotherly Love
Bearded Krishna Venta, known as “The Voice of Brotherly

York from Denver on his
Love,” waves to group of admirers at LaGuardia Field upon
Way tO Europe his arrival from Denver with his wife, Ruth. They are en

route to London. (Acme)

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 12




Krishna Venta (FranC|s PenCOV|c)t|meI|ne

FORWARD av. - sy mmfores: o

* In London Krishna Venta has come to bring Britain "into the
fold"

* Krishna Venta means Christ Everlasting. He calls himself the
"New Messiah" and "The Voice". And says he is 1,900 years
old.

* He said supporters were paying for his trip to Britain, and that
he has 80,000 followers in the United States.

1949-03-14 The
London Daily Mirror

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W K. F L. Fountam of the World 13



Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) timeline

In London, American Police
tell Scotland Yard that

Krishna Venta is a
convicted burglar.

In Rome, he arrives in
hopes of seeing the Pope.
Vatican guards thought it
was an April fools joke.

04/16/2024

POLICE SAY “NEW
MESSIAH” A BURGLAR

Daily Telegraph Service
LONDON, Sun.—American police have
informed Scotland Yard that Krishna Venta,
self-styled “New Messiah” is a convicted

burglar.

Krishna, also known as
“The Voice,” is living in a
luxurious London suite.

He told reporters that he
came to Britain from the U.S.
“to awaken the world for love.”

He claimed that he had 80,000
disciples in the U.S. and
2,000,000 in the world.

Krishna told London re-
ronen that he is at least
900 years old.

“I am ageless and I am

everywhere,” he said.

“I came to earth in a rocket
ship with the Caustians. the

Golden People, from Neophra-
tes, a planet which has been
dead for 6,000,000 years.”

But the American police
told - Scotland Yard that
Krishna Venta's real name
is Francis Hiedzwatzer Pen-
covic, and that he was born
in San Francisco 38 years ago.
American police said that in

1930 he was jailed for 90 days
for burglary at El Paso (Texas)

Then he got another nine

months at Mogesto (California)
for passing worthless cheques.

Krishna is leaving London—

“to try his luck in Sweden.”

Australia

1949-03-21 Police tell Scotland Yard
new messiah is a burglar born in San
Francisco The Daily Telegraph Sydney

‘Messiah’
Reaches Rome

ROME (AP)—Krishna Venta, ||

the ‘“Messiah” of a California
religious sect, arrived in Rome
Wednesday with hopes of seeing
the Pope. Venta said he hadn't

talked with the Pope for about
1.845 year

Th fed Venta predicted
to 1 a terrible “one-
hour wa hich only the elect
would survive. He was inter-
viewed in Rome's most plush
hotel, the Grand, where he is
staying with his wife

Venta, clad in long white
robes, told reporters he had
been kept alive since the time
of Christ by reincarnation

He said the last Pope he saw
was the sixth, but he could:
recall the name. The sixth I
was Alexander I, who reigned
from 105 to 115

There was no indication from

the Vatican whether Pope Pius
would receive Venta.

‘Messiah’ Turned Away
From the Vatican

ROME, April 1. WR—Krishna
Venta, self-styled Messiah from
Los Angeles, called at Vatican
City today but was refused ad-
mittance.

Vatican guards thought it was
an April fool joke. The white
robed, barefoot visitor returned
to his swank hotel suite in down-
town Rome without an argu-
ment.

1949-04-01 Krishna
Venta turned away
from Pope guards
thought it was an April
fools joke Metropolitan
Pasadena Star News

1949-03-31 Krishna
Venta in Rome may
speak with Pope he
hasn't talked to in
1,845 years

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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Krishna Venta (Francis Pencovic) timeline

1949-04-27 Krishna Venta
returns to Los Angeles from
his trip to Europe.

He returned to gather his
flock of 145,000 faithful to a
five-acre plot near Reseda.

He arrived with a passport
bearing the name Francis
Pencovic.

Venta said it was the name of
a child who disappeared from
San Francisco "miraculously"
at the age of 3.

| Barefoot messiah
comes back to
'city of angels’

| Barefooted messiah Krishna
Venta tiptoed from a United Air
Lines plane today to return from
a two-month swing through
France, England, Ireland and Den-
| mark.

The self-appointed messiah, his
raven tresses blown askew by the
propwash of a taxiing airliner,
gazed skyward and explained he
had “returned to gather my flock
of 145,000 faithful to a five-acre
plot near Reseda.”

Messiah Venta, who lugged
along a 10-pound scrapbook of
clippings, said he didn’t get in t«
see the Pope at Vatican City, but
did manage to squeeze in front
of & newsreel camera there

He arrived under a passport
bearing the name “Francis H
Pencovie,” which he explained was
the name of a child who disap-
peared from San Francisco “mirac-
ulously” at the age of 3.

y —— — ———

!
L

1949-04-27 Los
Angeles Daily News

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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Krishna Venta (Francis Pencowc) tlmellne

» 1949-06-25 Krishna Venta builds 4,000 sq ft temple-home at 18829
Saticoy Los Angeles Daily News

* 1949-07-12 Plane Crash in Simi Hills, 33 die, 15 injured

Seer Krisl.;na builds Valley villa-temple

1949-07-12 Los Angeles Times photo

Krishna Venta, bearded mystic who calls himself "Christ", played a heroic role today by assisting in
the rescue of 15 survivors of the tragic Standard Airlines crash in the Santa Susana Hills.

"I heard the plane flying low over my ranch nearby and then heard it crash” he said. "I ran barefooted
to the scene with a friend and started doing what | could for the injured”.

KRISHNA VENTA AND SOME OF HIS FOLLOWERS WORK ON FOUNDAHON OF “TEMPLE
o chai

-ciqarsmoking prophet claims 145,000 of his faithful in the valley

1949-07-13 Los Angeles Times "Krishna Venta, left, self-styled "Christ", who maintains a monastery
in a stone house near crash scene, and Brother Paul, one of his disciples, give aid in carrying one of
1949-06-25 Los Angeles Daily News the victims to an ambulance. They also helped search for the dead.

The crash site was above Thompson Ave and Bell Ranch Rd/Mesa Dr. 1.6 miles from 585 Box Cyn

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 16
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60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, 1939

Floyd and Essie Berry owned the home at 60 Box
Canyon.

They started building the home in the canyon in
1929, 10 years ago, a house that has for its walls,
floors and ceilings the natural rock formations of
Box Canyon.

The Berry's have not cut into the rocks, but have
built their home around them, utilizing holes and
crevices for bookcases, windows, stairways, doors
and fireplaces.

A heavy iron cable runs from the sun porch to the
opposite side of the ravine, carrying an elevator car
for freight and passengers.

1939-06-27 Floyd Berry Rock
House Hollywood Citizen News

04/16/2024
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Unique House of Floyd

i1 Berrys Set Among

Natural Formations

By ADA WEEKS
| CHATSWORTH, June 27, — “A
house everlasting” s the dream
. home of Mr, and Mrs. Floyd Berry, |,
who for the past 10 years have been
bullding, with ideas and mortar, a
house that has for Its walls, floors ‘
and cellings the natural rock In'»}
Berry, a native son, chose & Spot|,
at the extreme end of & ravine, be-|_
cause of the solid walls of rock,|,
and, with the assistance of his wife
‘|a former Hollywood beauty parlor
operator, haa bulit the bouse, still),
.| incomplete, 1
The large living room, entered|

| |through \fusfoels in the naturall,
| | rock formaTions, is on two floor lev-|,

ilels and has two huge fireplaces.|

|| There are large windows bullt ‘nto,
| |rock walls |

On the “second floor” are bed-|

| || rooms, bath and a bar, all with the|,

natural rock walls and finished
«| with rough, antiqued lumber, 1
The bathtub is built into the

i ‘umr with slabs of rocks cemented |,

| together in a semicircle. The kit ch-
en opens onto & breakfast room

with’ wiidows on three sides and |

tia sun poreh atop a glant boulder

i 1| A heavy iron cable runs from the

V| sun porgh to the opposits side of
1| the ravine, carrying an elevator car
i

ut into the

The Borrys have
rooks, but have bulit thelr home
arounpd them, utilizing holes and
crevices for bookeases, windows

o stairways, doors and fireplaces. All

| |rooms are lightea by electri

water from mountain
iped Into the hous
done on & big wo
pilt Into & stone arch
’ :\drn convenience” 15
trie refrigerator
Housekeoping problems, declares
Mrs. Berry, are cut to a minlmium
—thers Is scarcely any dusting to

! " do, They are not bothered by tele.

phone calls; the floors den't erack
nand the roof never leaks. Onee In
“'n while, a curfous gopher snake

d K sneaks I8, They make a pet of
"“M WSS © him!
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60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, 1939

* 1939, A second article...

-

i

04/16/2024

TheARocks of the Hills Form Walls of Home

1939-06-29 Floyd & Essie Berry Rock House
San Fernando Valley Times

The Rocks of the Hills Form Walls of Home
o N

have contributed

ping is Easy
to Mr. and Mrs

o construction and of
are bed. Furniture Is Hand-made
A

he
°

Valley Vista
Nursery Geis
sprinkler Job

Y-~ Smiléy Burn
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60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, 1948

* May 1948, Sunset Magazine
features the Boulder Shelter.

* "The house was not built of
necessity, but simply because
its builders, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd
Berry of Chatsworth, California,
fell in love with the large
boulders shown here."

* We contacted the Sunset
Magazine archives at Stanford
University, and they shared with

wmare was in the center of this

dropped it below floor level. T

us the original pictures used in . e s e o ot
the May 1948 Sunset Magazine. 3 \

May 1948 Sunset Magazine

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 19



60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, circa 1950

* Krishna Venta at carved face in Boulder Shelter Dining Area

* Notice the lighting, angle and backdrop behind the carved face that
brings out the features of the sculpture in the Krishna Venta photo

Dining Area photo
May 1948 Sunset Magazine photo from
Sunset Magazine archives

The detail of the carved face was not
seen in the magazine article, until we
received the original photos.

1948 Larger view of
carved face

Circa 1950 to 1954(1)
Krishna Venta at Boulder Shelter (1) Sister Helena's diary states that they moved into the Rock House Dec 12, 1950, and left

Oct 6, 1954.

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 20




60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, 1948
Q \53{ ‘

Left Entrance Doorway Above Cooking Alcove
May 1948 Sunset Magazine photos from Sunset Magazine archives
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Above Bedroom Right Looking into Living Room
May 1948 Sunset Magazine photos from Sunset Magazine archives
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60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter,

Left Dining Area Right Living Room
May 1948 Sunset Magazine photos from Sunset Magazine archives

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World




60 Box Canyon, the Boulder Shelter, 1954

CULTISTS PRAY FOR LANDLORD 1954-10-07 Valley Times

Led by "brother" Paul, foreground, members of the WKFL Fountain of the World religious cult prays for Sgt. George Lampson, who forced

them to move from one of their Box Canyon camps for non-payment of a year's rent. Owing $2,600, and with their leader Krishna Venta in
New York, barefoot women and bearded men later trudged up canyon to other home, which they own themselves. --- AP Wirephoto

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 24




60 Box Canyon, Cave Falls, 1963

* March 1963, it is owned by
Marvin Rubin and Bill Tara.

« Caption on the photo reads:
Weekend outing in Cave --
Artistically inclined group meets
Saturday and Sunday
afternoons for a bit of music in
the main room at Cave Falls,
the former home of the Fountain
of the World cultists.

1963-03-12 Cave Falls Fountain
of the World LA Times pgl

04/16/2024
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Scene of Krishna Venta Bomb Death

Rehabilitated Under

BY ART SEIDENBAUM

Former Cultists Caye
}Becoming Art Center -

X
New Management \

nia was rapidly bec_omlm;l:a

Out of a cultist tave
{a new climate /for culture,
semi - kookie, sWwholly in-
spired. So far, not commer-
cial. But promising.

Remember Krishna Ven-
ta, the leader of the Foun-
tain of'the World, who was
killed' five years ago in an
explosion set by two disaf-|
fected members of the cult?
Well, this cave is where
Venta kept house, high up
Box Canyon just over thel
Ventura County line.

On the same grounds is|
where the cult kept school,
stored its considerable sup-
Iply of wines and performed
a4 remarkable variety of
handicrafts to make thel

ling as a pack of present-day
people can be. Up the road|
apiece, in a separate area
where vestigial members
even now carry on Krishna's
work, is where the malcon-|
tents blew up the monastery!
and 10 members, including
themselves,
Replaced by Squatters
After the explosion, - the
Fountaineers moved off the|
2Y2 acres around the cave
land were replaced by groups
f mope questionable good,
th: squatters who merely.
noved into one of the seven
|buildings on the grounds;
trouble-bent teen-agers who
came to party and pﬂlaie.
Until two artists bought the
area last year, one of the|
most naturally
blanss v

|group as nearly self-sustain-|

Marvin Rubin, head of the
adyertising design depart.

ment at Chouinard Art Insti-
tute, saw a classified ad
heralding a "community for
sale.” Curiosity carried him
out the Ventura Freeway.
He saw the old cultland and
called his friend Bill Tara.

"You wanna buy a cave?"
said Rubin to art director,
and illustrator Tara. Tara
took a look, fell in love with
the primeval sandstone for-
mations, the sycamore trees|
growing at the base of the
waterfall (when it rains)|
next to the cave, the wild
cactuses sticking their
|needles toward the sky.

No Discussion

"We never sat down and
intelligently discussed what
we might do with the place,"
says Tara, "All we knew was
that we wanted it and we
kidded about how it would
make a perfect camp for
anything from conferences
to nudists."

While Tara was out of
town, Rubin made an offer,
Neither will admit how
much of an offer, but both

were amazed at its accep-
tance. "Had I been left to my
own doubts," admits Tara/
“I'm sure 1 wouldn't havé
bought it. It was senseless/)
But suddenly it was ours.) |

They started to police/the
area. They hauled out/ two|
truckloads of beér cans and|
garbage, messy mementoes

melleft by the previous tenants.

| Wlaaca Turn fa Pg, 30 Cals

A

group meets Saturdoy ond Sunday afterncons for

WEEKEND OUTING IN CAVE—Ahisficoily\incllned ;

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World

a bit of music in th
former home of the

e main room ot Cave Falls, the
Fountain of the World cultists.
Times photo.
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60 Box Canyon, Cave Falls, 1963
CULTISTS CAVES

» Jerome Bixby is resident
manager

1963-03-12 Cave Falls Fountain
of the World LA Times pg2

04/16/2024

_Continued from First Page

They made structural re-
pairs to some of the hand-
built houses. They made a
dam at the end of the falls so|
that water would collect
after it cascaded down the
rocks, They pruned and
planted, restoring natural
beauty from amidst the
waste and weeds.

Enter Jerry Bixby,
science fiction writer and
composer in search of

installed a hand-tiled shower|
and fragments of stained
glass.

Not even the wild kids
who came later could de-
stroy or desecrate the cave

only five pieces of furniture|
inside: one couch, one bench|

mattresses are gone, re-|

home. Downtown dwellers
Rubin and Tara invited
Bixby to move in as caretak-

plus cushions. The cave is
cool, can make the most]
acquisitive man contempla-|

er-custodian of newly named |tive, From upstairs, you can|

Cave Falls, In return for
rooming his wife and two
children rent free, Bixby
would have to maintain the
grounds, make new improve-
ments as the partners played
with their property.

Bixby helped install
modern plumbing. He built
a rustic entranceway to
match the hand-hewn com-
plex. He yanked out debris
and kept out vandals,

But none of them fooled
with the strange structure|
built in and above the cave.
In the years before Krishna,
a family named Be

¢ owned the property, literally

made a home in the cave.

look down over the sprawl-
ing floor of the San Fernan-
do Valley.

Around this unspoiled nu-
cleus, the landiords made
plans. Tara drew a picture of]
the property, assigned func-|
tions to the other buildi

much. But when Tara and}|
Rubin took title, there were|

and ‘three mattresses, The|

laced by government sur-l

house, residence for Bixby,
ele.

An art teacher.came into
the picture, painter Bob
Greenberg, who instructs for
UCLA Extension during the
week and holds Saturday
classes in the studio at Cavel
Falls. A few colleagues got!
on the calendar: a meeting|
of the American Society of
Magazine. Ph i 5

The sand had

Chouinard party; a class

out organically, almost mira
culously; there were natural
areas for a living room, a
kitchen, closet spaces.
Rocks were used for floor-
ing and stairs. Tunnels be-
came hallways. A bedroom!
'was built above the boulders
and a roof sealed off thi

from L.A. Trade Tech. Grad-
ually, the place is becoming
a center of the arts and con-
versation.

There is room—and hope
—for additional instructors,
inmusic aswell as the visual

rts. There is time and space

unusual hillside home.

The cave house was where
Krishna lived, too, when the|
cult moved in during the
Jate 40s. His foll d

for groups to hold meetings

workshop, -studio, gallery‘

ungep the most serene cir-
cumstances. You can call
Cave Jalls through Tara's
d ber, DU 2-

5
gome  homemade cabinets,

5096.

Tt
At rear center are
chimney showing the’

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World




60 Box Canyon, Cave Falls, 19

» Per owner Marvin Rubin, the original house
took more than 20 years to build, and much of
the work was done by Floyd's wife Essie
Berry.

* Rubin said Essie, a mystic, built all of the
original rooms out of fire-seasoned wood
"because she preferred the wood cleansed of
any former association".

» Krishna was a friend of the Berry family.

Essie Mae Berry
died in 1966 and is
buried at
Oakwood Cemetery

1964-10-17
LA Evening Citizen News

04/16/2024

64

Cave Falls, a new art center
in Box Canyon, Chatsworth, is
located in a house built around,
in and through a cave in the
hills.

Three months during the
year there is a waterfall which
cascades over one side of the
cave.

The art center offers paint-

- ing and creative writing class-

7

es and there are plans for
dancing instruction, too.

Cave Falls is owned by Mar-
vin Rubin, head of the adver-
tising and design department
at Chouniard Art Institute, and
art director and illustrator
Bill Tara. Manager direc-
tor is John Thompson. -

Mystic Hub

The center was at one time
the hub of The Fountain of the
World, a religious sect, which
now is located farther up Box
Canyon.

The original cave house took
more than 20 years to build,
and much of the work was
done personally by the owner,
Mrs. Floyd Berry.

Rubin said Mrs. Berry, a
mystic, built all of the original
rooms out of fire-seasoned
wood ‘‘because she preferred
the wood cleansed of any for-
mer association.”

Krishna Venta, leader of the
religious cult who was killed
several years ago in a bomb-
ing, was a friend of the Berry
family. He lived in the Cave

prior to the formation of the
cult, and later the cult mem-

New Art Center—Revamped Mys’ricism

country, the display also will
include ‘three-di ional ma-

bers erected other buildings at
the falls.

The cult moved up the can-
yon, and during the time the
property was unoccupied it fel
prey to vandalism.

Rubins said they are still

cleaning up the grounds,
“hampered by lack of water.”
Metro Water

Metropolitan water is expec-
ted next month, and Rubin said
he hopes to irrigate the 200
trees on the three-acre prop-
erty.

With water and the clean-up
operation completed, Rubin
said he sees great possibilities
for Cave Falls. “It’s primitive
and seemingly far away from
the city,” he said. “It would be
a wonderful place for confer-
ences of all kinds.”

* % »

“Fireman, Save My Child”
. . . and similar dramatic sen-
timents are the subject of a
unique exhibit presented
through the joint efforts of the
Los Angeles City Fire Dept.
and the Municipal Art Dept.,
currently showing in the Tow-
er Gallery of the Los Angeles
City Hall.

On view are paintings, draw-
ings, prints and photographs,
both historical and contempo-
rary, on the subject of fire
fighting. K

Drawn from public and pri-

terial dramatizing the changes
in fire fighting methods that
have taken place through the
years.

Costumes “an d .equipment
used by Los Angeles firemen
in the 19th century will be con-
:.jraasted with that employed to-

y.

A special feature, according
to William Miller, city fire
chief, will be the showing of a
set of Currier and Ives hand-
colored engravings on the sub-
ject.

The exhibition will be on
view through Nov. 4 in the 25th
floor gallery. Hours are from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday|
through Thursday; 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. Friday; and 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
There is no admission charge.

* % *

Artists, both professional and
amateur, have flocked to ex-
hibit their work in the third
annual San Fernando Valley
Festival of Art, to open Mon-
day at 10 a.m. in the Mall of
Bullocks Fashion Square in
Sherman Oaks.

The exhibit will show the
works of 835 artists, done in
oils and water colors,. pastelsy
and caseins,/in fact, in almost
all of the available media.

Of the artists, 700 are adult,
the rest children. The young-

est entrant in the show is a

vate collections around the

2V,-year-old.

The exhibit is open to the
public free of charge. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Mon-
day; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues-
day through Thursday; 10 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m. Friday, and Sat-
urday, the closing day, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Demonstrations and lectures
will elucidate the ‘“‘unwashed”
and make those in the know
even more so. Also free of
charge, the greater part of
these will be held from time
to time in the Fashion Square
mall.

Presentation of awards in
the show will be made Frida
at 7:30 p.m., again in the mall.
There will be cash awards in
classes ranging from amateur
to professional, from adult to
child. Ribbons and other prizes
will be presented. Presenting
the awards will be Fashion
Square manager R. E. Schnei-
der.

* * *x

“Cats, and Their Feline Foi-
bles Captured in Oils, Terra
Cotta, Wood, Alabaster and
Gold . . . by 23 artists and one
fish.”

That’s the long but explicit
title of an eéxhibit to be pre-
sented Monday through Nov.
6 at the Setay Gallery, 371 N.
Camden Dr., Beverly Hills.

Artists from all over Amer-
ica, Italy, Belgium and Eng-
land are represented in the
gmup. Where the fish came
rom remains a secret.

N N P e P P e e — e
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60 Box Canyon, Cave Falls, 1968, 1974

+ 1968 Advertisement at right ; [——; . e A —“‘“‘——“R' T
» Circa 1974, Below, old sign from current owner, advertising Fall Session art : :
classes, Hugh Merry Jr. Instructor ' CLASSES

12 3 Hour Sessions

* Hugh Merry owned 60 Box Canyon from 1974 to 2006 FALL TERM
S — " Sept. 16 - Dec. 18
DRAWING - SCULPTURE
PAINTING
PRINT MAKING

Beginners thru
Advanced
All Classes Conducted by

Pru:ﬁcini Artists

REGISTER EARLY
ALL CLASSES LIMITED

9:30-12:30 1-4
7:30-10:30
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs.

CAVE FALLS
STUDIOS

Located in Beautiful
Box Canyon

o Groen Sheet 883-6491 |

TR

~

—

——

——
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Ann Vincent, Curt Brock, Gloria DeMuri

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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Ann at carved face, erosion effected

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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A screen shot from 2011 "The Fountain"
Dick Shanafelt sweeping the steps

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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60 Box Canyon, Cave Falls, 2015
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Top panorama of Ann in the dining area, above carved face
Lower photo shows remains of roof

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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Ray at Entry door

04/16/2024

Gloria at the entrance looking into the living room

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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585 Box Canyon, Fo untaln of the World 1950 S

who enter here enfer in upen Holy ¢

\ W K FL. FOUNTAIN "fthinlHI.
OUImUR'I'

Headquarters Sign outside of the Headquarters building that was "Ye who enter here enter in upon Holy Ground"
blown up in 1958

The Main Entrance to Fountain of the World Leads to Monastery

Today's 535/533 Box Canyon Sign at left of photo points to WKFL Headquarters

Today's 585 Box Canyon Road
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585 Box Canyon, Fountain of the World 1969

GULT FEARS MANSON

Retreat Provided
Food. Sanctuary

0000000000000000000000 BY BILL MILTON

EXCLUSIVE [y

~ macabre twist when it was re-
90100000000000000000000 ;|0 1oy that members of

REMEMBERS MANSON—Viry
ber guard dog, Bea. She met s
band of hippie followers

i Todd 17, n
wnd

The Fountain now houses 15
men, women and children.

The Manson Group first
visited in October or
November 1968.

The Fountain group asked
the Manson family to leave,
and when they refused, they
went across the street to the
Ventura County Fire Dept
Station and summoned a
county sheriff.

1969-12-11 Hollywood_Citizen_News, pgs 1 & 3

‘Fountain’ Cultists
Fear Manson Clan

Group Defied
Order to Go

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World

NEW YEAR’'S EVE
RISIIVATIONS AVAII.AILl

LAWRENCE WELK

TELIVISION STARS — IN PERSON!

wivow PALLADIUM ““=57 |
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585 Box Canyon, Fountain of the World, 1969

Retreat Provided
Food. Sanctuary

EXCLUSIVE

sutt o
REMEMBERS MANSON—Virginia Todd, 17, with
ber guard dog, Bear. She met Manson and his
band of hippie followers.

04/16/2024

BY BILL MILTON
The bizarre Tate-LaBianca-Hin-
man murder cases took another
macabre twist when it was re-

vedled today that members of
the occused “Manson Fomily” frequented
and sometimes took refuge in a religious
cult retreat with o violence scarred past.

A frightened teen-aged gir, her mother
and an aging “sister,” who all live at the Fountain
of the World commune In Box Canyon, confirmed
information that accused murderer Charles Miller
Manson and members of his hippie hate cult “several

times” visited at the retreat.
Mrs. Ann Todd, her daugh-

r
paper at the Fountain it was
further leamed that several
of the girls from the “family,"
incloding Susan Denise Atkizs,
Patricia Kreawinkel and pos-
sibly Linda Kasabian and an-
other girl, had sasght sancto-
ary in the retreat shortly after
the Tate and LaBlanca mur
ders in August

Det. Lt. Robert Helder, key
figere In the LAPD munder
prodes, told the Hollywood
Citizen News - Valley Times
that investigators knew of the
Manson clan's visits to the
Fountain. He described an
o e o loves
who are alieged to
perpertrators of lbelll, e
e snd uhimuely marder,

treeshrouded roadside deep la
the rocky, boulder-strewn Box
Canyon aboat eight miles from
the Spahn Rasch where the
hippie marauders made their
home for almost a year. The
area Is sparsely settled.

The Fountain, which pow
houses 15 men, women and
children, was the scene of a
dynamite explosion Dec. 10,
19%, which kiled “Krishoa

Tara to Page 3, Cal. 1

Seems us men these days
have as many shoe styles 1o
pick trom as women,

And they tell me.the latest
thing s the square-toe style, 1
thosght 1 saw a wsed ear
salesman wearing a pair of
these . . . but it tumed out he
£ tat way from Kicking
tires.

But shoes have gotten to be
lke everything ehe
Disposable. For the price o
Balfsoles, heels 2nd one shine
++ Yo can buy & new pair.

T hac one felia who bought
u dowen pair of shoes! The
clerk asked bim, "Now whatta
you need with a dazen palr of
sboes?”  The fella  said,
“Matching parses .

These are times when you
see 4 guy in  pale of cowdoy
boots, and you know why he
‘wanis to die with his boots on.
Probably because bis toe nails
are painted,

But the worse thing is these

mem whe wear whita snke 1+

‘Fountain’ Cultists
Fear Manson Clan

Continued from Page 1
Venta,” self-proclaimed Mes-
siah and founder of the
cult, and nine of his followers.
The two cult members who
assertedly detonated 40 sticks
of dynamite were among thoee
killed fn the blast and fire
coring o Merle Holl, éhiet
criming! deputy for Veatura
County, who headed the in-
vestigation of the grisly event.
“Sister Nekona” and Mrs.

T lansan
and several of his followers as
“friendly and polite” during
their many visits. They said
on several occasicns they gave
them food and sometimes
shelter for the girls and that
they ate with the Fountain
members a few times in the
communal dining hall and
worship area.

Mrs. Todd reported that on
“two or three” occasions
Manson and some of the girls
took part in the commune's
Saturday night skits and
musical shows.

'Chm»e would singand
play his guitar for us and the
!nh would sing
harmonize. 1 complimented
them one time because they
did sing so beautiully
together,” said Mrs. Todd.

Both of the women said they
had no reason to fear them at
that time but Mrs. Todd cgn-
fided that she was “very leery
of them” and that since the
story of the murders have
come to light she fs “afraid
for herself and for the lives of
her children."

Wer fears are based
rumors that remnants of the

sure the bus was there “for &
couple of months.”

Neither she nor Sister
Nikona could theorire why
Manson had come to Fountain,
whose members say they
abhor violence and seek 1o
embrace all religious faiths as
being equal. However, it is
known that Manson studied

jcism in prison and re-
ferred to himself as “Jesus"
and “Satan Virginia Todd
said that some of the group
referred to him as “Charlie

Guru” and “Heavenly
Father” on several occasions.

Mrs. Todd again affirmed
her opinion that despite her
fears she considered the group
“friendly” but with Virginia's
help she was abie to recall an
incident In which “Katie” (an
alias used by Miss Atkins)
called her and two other
women “pigs."

(The words “pig” and “pig-
gy" figured prominently in the
murders of musiclan Gary
Hinman, who befriended
Manson, the Sharon Tate
slayings and the death of Leno
LaBianca and his wife. Miss
Atkins Is charged with the
murder of Hinman. A girl now
in custody also told police that
Manson directed bis followers
10 0 to the Benedict Canyon
home of Miss Tzve &
eradicate the “pigs."

“ think it was in W\emw
or maybe it was August when
it happened ‘Sadie’  (Miss
Atkins) and three other girls
came to the mair. hall of the
Fountain and said they w

ng to stay here,"” 5o

id Mrs.

THOUGHTFUL PAUSE — Sister Nekona, one of
the elders of the Order pauses thoughtfully during
an interview with a reporter of this newspaper.

won't harbor criminals. 1t is
against our rules and against
the law and we had our
children to consider,” said the
worried mother.

After the second refusal of
the gis o  Jave, M. Todd

said ooe of the Fountain men-
bers wem across the road to
the Ventura Country Fire
Dept. station and summoned &
county sheriff to the retreal.
The group went up the hill and
sat in their car, according to
M;

s Todd.

“It was when Sadie was sit-
ting in the car that she said,
¥y, you pis’ and she began

0 sing a_song about pigs,”
aid . Todd

Virginla, who was also
present at the incident and
says that Miss Atkins “hated

erted a very strong Influence
over the group which they said
also inciuded Charles D,
Watson, currently fighting ex-
tradition from Texas o face
the murder charges, and Paul
Watkins, arrested for auto
theft in the raid on the Barker
ranch in Death Valley, where
clan assertedy lived
following their departure from
the Spahn Movie ranch n late
August or early September.
“He was the Lord an

Master and_anything he said
they did. They mever ques-
tioned him or argued with

him,” said Mrs. Todd of the
frall, penctratingeyed Man-
son, who Is sald to have had a
h'ypzwlk control over his fol-

rmy bath said that during

Her fears are based on
rumors that remnants of the
clan are still in the area
Deputies and police are again
combing the community for
suspects In the
mass murders,

Seventeen-year-old Virginia
Todd, who has lived at the
Fountain with her mother and
younger sister Cornella, 9, for
‘eight years, was more vocal In
expressing her fears of the

group.
“I didn't like him (Charles
Manson) the first time | saw™
him. He was always staring at
me and kept asking me to
come with him Into his bus
and hear him play the gultar,
I was really scared of him,"
sald the girl. She referred to
the green and white school bus
in which Manson and several
of the girls arrived at the
retreat and lived in for a time,
On several points Mrs. Todd
and her daughter disagreed
Mrs, Todd said the bus stayed
near the retreat for only “a
few days” but Virginia was

FOUNAIN ADO SAIO ey were
going 0 stay here,” sald Mrs.
Todd.

“Sister Murlel, Sister
Barbara and myself told them
that they could not stay here,
And Sadie sald that they had
“been told to come here' or
that ‘they had been sent here”
and they refused to leave. We
told ber again that she could
not stay and would have to
leave the private premises,”
continued Mrs. Todd.

She explained that the Foun-
taln is 3 humanjtarian p
and that When Minson and the
others first arrived in October
or November of 1968 they had
helped them, “They were just
dirty, nasty looking people.
They looked Iike they needed a
bath and some clean clothes
and we did not mind helping
them,” she said,

But she related that at the
time of the return of the four
girls they had read about the
arrest of most of the Manson
Family at Spahn Ranch on
charges of auto theft

“We will help people but we

FOUNTAIN CREST — This Greek symbol is used
by the religious order as its official crest.

1969-12-11 Hollywood Citizen News,

pgs 1 & 3 article words

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World

present at the Incident and
says that Miss Atking “hated
me,” said she told her mother
and the other women, “'You're
three pigs, you're the worst
pigs | have ever seen” She
said the deputy ordered them
1o leave and they departed.

The fears of Mrs. Todd go
beyond comcern for the
members of the Fountain and
ber girls to ber missing son.
Hugh “Rocky” Todd, 15, has
been gone since Oct, 1 and hi
mother fears that he may
have jolned with the Manson
Family before they left, His
sister, Virginia, said the boy
seemed to be Infatuated with
Katie (Miss Krenwinkel) and
talked with her for long
periods of time about horses
and motorcycles,

Missing along with the boy
were two knives which she
said her brother always car-
ried with him. The girl said
they were given to him by a
man “with a long beard"” who
lived off and on at the Box
Canyon commune.

While Manson professed o
be a religious leader, Sister
Nekona and Mrs, Todd said
that he did not discuss the
toplc very much with any of
thelr  group. Mrs, Todd
rememberéd  one  Instance
when Manson observed her
correcting one of the younger
children and he assertedly told
her, “Why correct a child, A
child knows what it Is doing.
You should let them do
whatever they want to do."

Manson also made this pro-

nouncement about his
“philosophy.”  “Why fear
anything? Let Man do
anything he wants to do or has
the nerve to do."

Both the mother and
daughter said that Manson ex-

e
lowers.

They both said that during
the year the clan was in the
area they saw several women
and men come and go.

Mrs, Todd told of a “Mary"
who first arrived with
Manson in the school bus and
reportedly gave birth to a
child on the bus.

Virginia told of a girl named
Beau, whom she described as
small and petite with brown
hair and brown eyes. The girl
called Beau told Virginla that
when she did something the
group did not like they would
stiek long pins in her.

She told of Mary, a blonde-
haired attractive girl with a
college education, and
Stephanie, a tall girl with
kinky white hair and a very
bad complexion. And also of &
woman about 30 who Virginia
sald was either an entertainer
or “a prostitute.”

None of the three recalls
anyone but Manson and
Watkins using last names,

Both the Todds said that
they never heard any of the
group mention the names
Tate, Polanski, LaBlanca or
Hinman but Virginia recalled
one of the girl's mentioning a
'hu_ rich home in Benedict

The Todd girl, who e
time attended Valley College,
sald also that she thought she
recogni

but m could not be lbulllely
sure,

Manson assertedly blamed
Melcher for the failure of his
songwriting career for the
singing group known as the
Beach Boys. Melcher, who
was visited many timés by
Manson, lived in the Benedict
Canyon home before It was
rented by Miss Tate.

Even now as the case pro-
gresses in the courts the
residents of the Fountain of
the World would like to forget
the name Charles Manson or
that they ever saw him and
his band. Mrs. Ann Todd and
her children live in fear.
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are precious and that the Commandment “Thou
Shalt Not Kill” refers to all forms of living things,
and is not limited to human beings.

MEMORIAL OF THE ORDER — Perched on a hill
above the retreat is a huge memorial of the order

whose members’ credo is that all living things
1969-12-11 Hollywood Citizen News, pg 3
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585 Box Canyon, Fountain of the World, 1992 memories

Retired fire captain Audie Callaway liked Venta well enough, but saw the
religious leader as taking advantage of his position and earning a
reputation as a hypocrite.

Venta, according to Callaway and others, was a gambler and womanizer.
According to Callaway, during fire emergencies Venta slept in a car with a
different woman every night.

Mark Pickering/ The Enterprise Staff
Canyon site in the 1950s. Callaway knew the group's leader, Krishna

A LOOK BACK: Retired fire captain Audie Callaway recalls the
Venta, and his followers through a mutual interest in firefighting.

days of the “Fountain of the World,” a cult that thrived at this Box

‘Barefoot cult’ tragedy holds
special place in area history

By Susan Chasen
Specialte The Enterprive

n the heart of Box Canyon,
I asign that once marked

the entrance to a bizarre
religious cult still reads: “Ye
who enter here enter in upon Holy
Ground."

Today it hangs over the
driveway to a private residence
Its faded letters and welcoming
message compete with “'No
Trespassing'’ signs.

And the story behind it is vir-
tually forgotten.

In 1958, the Fountain of the
World commune came toa
gruesome end. It was described
as the worst mass murder case in
Ventura County history; 10
people were killed. And it
shocked the small Simi Valley
community of fewer than 8,000
residents.

Like the recent Rodney King
verdict, the tragic episode
brought a rare blaze of national
attention to a community nor-
mally well outside the public eye.

But at the same time, the story
also shows an aspect of Simi
Valley's identity that challenges
recent media depictions of itas a

than the past

But earlier residents of Simi
Valley and the Susana Knolls
would never forget the story of
the strange sect

‘The saga, which includes
wife-swapping, some fine bak-
ing and & cigar-smoking false
prophet, would end in a flash of
dynamite. It begins with one
man and his mysterious pas-
sions.

In 1948, a restless young man,
born Francis Pencovic, seemed
tohave finally found his calling.

It was in the beach communi-
ty of Venice. Pencovic, 37, had
assumed a new, religious-soun-
ding name. The one-time
boilermaker, drifter and San
Francisco orphan was calling
himself Krishna Venta. And
people were flocking to his
spiritual lectures,

Few knew their teacher had a
lengthy arrest record in Texas
and California. According to
several sources, Pencovic had
been picked up for burglary and
petty theft, writing bad checks
and violation of the Mann Act,

Jast bastion of lilywhi
formity and order.

The cult disaster faded quickly
into the background by the early
1960s, when Simi Valley started
growing at a dizzying pace, and
the booming new suburb was
looking more toward the future

which pi taking women
across state lines for immoral

Once, he was even arrested
for writing threatening letters
to President Roosevelt

In the 19308 and early 1940s,
Pencovic served at least two

lections

Departmen of Special

Usiversity Research Library, UCLA
FREE: Krishna Venta leaves
jail after an arrest over non-
payment of child support.

Jail terms — the longer of the
two was for nine months. In
another case, he was sent lo the
state mental hospital in
Stockton for observation

But all this probably wouldn't
have meant much to Venta's fol-
lowers even if they had known
about it. Like most cult follow-
ers, they did not rank among the

world’s most skeptical. In fact,
they were willing to believe the
most outlandish claims from
their charismatic leader.

For example, in one published
account, Venta was quoted say-
ing that he came to Earth from
the planet Neophrates and had
lived here for 240,000 years, He
said he first arrived on this
planet in the Euphrates Valley
in Turkey — in the Garden of
Eden.

“Ihave been on Earth all
these years,"” he would say

At other times, he offered a
more mundane version of his
past. In this version, he was
converted after growing long
hair and dressing in robes for a
Hollywood Bow! Nativity Play

Whatever story he told, it
seemed to work. By 1952, Venta
had convinced members of his
flock, which at one point reach-
ed about 175, to swear off the
luxuries of modern life and
retreat to Box Canyon in the
hills southeast of Simi Valley

There was a bookkeeper, an
insurance salesman, a teacher,
and an actress among the
zealots willing to give up their
money and property to live on
the remote commune with Ven.
ta. Doctors and lawyers were
even reputed to be among the
converts.

In Box Canyon, they built a
primitive settiement of local
rocks, timber and concrete — 12

(Please see CULT, Page §)

1992-06-04 Krishna Venta barefoot cult memories Simi Valley Star Enterprise pgl
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585 Box Canyon, Fountain of the World, 1992 memories

Pages The Enterprise

Thursday, June 4, 1992

Cult

(Cont. fry
buildings in all — and called it
the “WKFL Fountain of the
World. " The initials stood for
“Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith
and Love.”

During most of the sect's six
year life, members lived
humbly and submitted to Ven-
ta’s unusual religious practices.

For example, Venta hada
unique approach to marriages.
First, he arranged them himself

once pairing a 26-year-old
man and a 69-year-old woman.
Then, he would perform them
only at high noon on March 29
because he believed it was the
true date of Christ’s crucifixion.

fterward, Venta —a
strikingly tall, rail-thin
figure — raised his

glass, offered
atoast with pink champagne and
admonished the newlyweds to
celebrate each anniversary —

o matter how broke you are"
— with another bottle.

Couples, however, were not
allowed to live together. Housing
was in short supply, so they liv
in male and female dormitories,
as did the children.

Venta, however, is widely be
lieved to have enjoyed cohab-
itation privileges with women of
the cult.

His followers subjected
themselves to his authority
because they believed he was
some sort of Messiah, perhaps
even an incarnation of Jesus
Christ

On Easter, Venta acted out
his Messiah claim by hoisting
himself onto a large cross
me claimed that he had no
navel and that this proved his
divinity.

According to Venta, his Foun-
tain of the World commune was
to become a training ground for
144,000 elect souls who would
live by the motto “‘Love in Ac-
tion™ and dedicate themselves
toserving others.

Members of this elect araun 5

04/16/2024

“UNION OF THE SPIRI

Department o Special ollectoms, University Research Libeary, UCLA
Krishna Venta, right, performs a marriage ceremony at the *‘Barefoot cult” Box Canyon headquarters sometime in the 1950s.
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Next..... A 24-minute 2011
documentary

"The Fountain"

By Callie Shanafelt

When Callie Shanafelt was six years old she
learned that her father grew up in a religious
cult near Los Angeles where her grandparents
were killed by suicide bombers in 1958.
Before their death her grandparents followed
Krishna Venta, a man claiming to be the
second coming of Christ. To demonstrate their
beliefs they pledged to live communally, go
barefoot, wear color-coded robes and grow
their hair long until peace and brotherly love
spread throughout the world. Callie’s father
tried to answer her questions about the
Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith and Love Fountain
of the World cult but he blocked out most
memories of his childhood and the night of his
parent’'s death. The Fountain is a
documentary following brothers Fred and Dick

Available on Vimeo to rent ($1.99)

Shanafelt as they come to terms with their or buy ($4.99)
childhood while helping Callie on her quest to https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thefountain

understand why her grandparents would join a
cultin an era of crew-cuts.
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» Special thanks to Gloria DeMuri, Chatsworth Lake Manor resident and Historian

* A 2011 Documentary by Callie Shanafelt, "The Fountain®
» Title Search data on 60 and 585 Box Canyon from Jennifer Romero

* Prepared by Ann & Ray Vincent in April 2024

04/16/2024

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World

42




Appendix

The WKFL Crest Insignia, as seen on the
Headquarters Sign outside of the Headquarters
building that was blown up in 1958

Embroidered on all robes

WKEFL in the center,
Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Love

On the Banner KV for Krishna Venta

In the center of the Banner

"Christ Immortal”, written in Greek

04/16/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World
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Appendix

1940 Census
Berkeley, CA

Row 36 Francis Pencovic
Wife Geneva

04/16/2024

oo P e £
p DAPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THN CRNSUS Y TN L & 4
e c‘u“ﬁ“.— """"‘"‘-B“A-'g“l“'t— Ward ol ety s Unlncoeporabed lhen o imiuniains SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1940
v/ Ol B s Bt 1625 mmsttomrm Ofpted | —om
oy S ———— POPULATION SCHEDULE Qi n M b
socanson | wovssmors sara ™ asanon samomst, | wocanos | ‘PEEsoNs 14 TIARS 01D ARD OVEL-ENPELTAENT FTATSS
jromee] i e
i H ety Fer e ol F
H HEASES |, I
THEY L i
AR = A 5L b i | i
i i i - K] HERE = i §
T Ie v P 1Y 3 T 3 T = N AN AN A £ = —
3| e S Shea. MadaR | Wwite | [F| —Iny;,, b === W |Gt [omwwy T
M i o G [Patial [F W] [S [ropa %—«f— S8 (S, [Omasenk] -
:?L \R 500008 "’Ws_—‘ Reest | halw |23 M| / a7 ‘»%-—_|‘7~£ ) %
0 I — Margs-flide | [F WA A | Polerar Por ol VMY AEf | Mae g, [Fen Buany [fal o sl |4
s ) Wil Sa . E, by | 10| 36| M buo W47 O I T Hol waedSd gy Bl ilo]l]] | |
| — T Vol Ewyﬂw& bl Hha e [ sol 48 N-| Ll o A
: — NCione ] w10~ |5 [ i hol  hai—|-|-|S T o T;
. [ — 1 B wlt1 ,»&J, L el [vhor— = B S e
| 5PAlg3 937 el Takbet LR ichad hra| w Giem 4 faa| — %’0"/ 7t .
‘ w — Thhal wt_ w 47| Moy 2 ol o s H ofo | [
u | — R | w 24 S R £, o e |~ 2% s 740\l Y |n
ul | 2o | Pl w225 bl e ! [ 40| Toob: Tnani bt 4|l kg 290 ) |1
s whlls bueal | o it I Yo o [ ROIND | S | ny! olo el |
o] S s mn;g sl a0 Kot e - = 48 ") 74791 w=
" v |l || Caecl | | Bovefou - NS NOIND. A . N 010 Iaof fus
| u Head. | m{wan|m |9 N Casiy Do lgs2) MINS! - = 335 [T 160, Pt REWV A7/ W] ol |ue
3‘4 12 Wite |ile|L Ry T K [ YO Sosted Cagrg o ~ == Yo Thacl . . Lice® Bt A7 | Nipewd | dng| | o
.. [DSUSE NP YEN L3 0 £ P I L T T [ | Tormaken @uctSeclont, oty d7) Ultobom Tgu| ul
% » wi, | |F wrhnu pa f5 Sam KI=Ts M o
| Sev. | [m/Wheo Bl Ro | alo o WO S o el I
n Neak | 1o B3™ ?I_ S2asl | 1B [Samefiou o === 4B | |Staomeli YT Re| [
n g W 33 o |1 | Froebe| 1 fser.fo == Hbl | Burdi Gl HO 20| |
=] ‘m 1 1L»L Lm0l 20a Room ] =l = 4 4 ..dsj;% | ||
2 wige | |E [0 (a7 o s P jSERA T e forn fua | A e o %
M Trettia| F W5 (1| Conade | Bam o "3 L Puseeend 720 | |2
[} Head Lo |33 e Y7 | Caniy r oo fopy |1 - 4D Mot 4 ¥ Mot |s
P w F W poimbel¥| | Cagly X “m““zub i & o | [n
=t . g MW HO 9| Cang P Al yin No | No ol L > ] el o el |
= | [N ' Nl :m Catig S ilon A aram [ o ME
»| 3 i Poo i w hel Cotil Sapfe, | N2 | N0 No| H- 1 dA_o A |
3 e 3 Meaa, W ww{z{,".\w‘ | Vo N0 | 4ol o] LU I o | & (%] [u]
g.mmlau RTu ul ity ats, Date | eas | w1014 et L?Il Taow et oo ,:ﬂ::_ ~ = k| |Tracke. [CPCPam, 1 e
»| | = Pelar | Ww¥a | IE|0 pH M| | VM o |8, Patle | yng.  pRIbLLL NONO N _O [W@] |
»gmgﬂﬂ»&i&w Qe [heda |l B3 [wed | Cancp ?Eg xox0 ,.,Lw - Ty o [Takaghoms to W ZATl ol kmorima | [oe
oo} | —— S < 0 AL/ Py b T Ik g = == 1= "t T Gatdiod I
2| RAIAR S n ofPaeotrie Fanua | Heak | |m[ whsim boly 7| Cagy Bianea i oz Ji o 1= = So| [bakaut [Torsz, PolVZ[RZTE o [ |
eSO IV i 3 PHCT 7 B8 YY) R o | LYTVR® D A AT TR T ol o Bal |n
e T T V3 Cliatin [Bosgs, Eﬂ 3 ho 7 C —1 11 T !
S| L — O Rnegin | (0 L~ 1) T } [ s S FH ) e ! »
T |l = L ey aea i@ H | S | * | [ «
SUPPLEMENTARY o Essoxs oF ALL AvEs [ yoR PEASONS 16 TRARS GED AXD OTER S8 s waksi 7GR OMVICE TR OSLT—50 XOT WAITE I TWESE COLONSS
QUESTIONS T T T O e T v -
( T e EEE
- bigd
i - = ik
= = 5 =lsts
[
I

Chatsworth Historical Society - W.K.F.L. Fountain of the World 45



Appendix

1950 Census
Box Canyon, Simi Valley

Row 18 Krishna Venta
Wife Ruth
4 children

® [ ilolne etz /
o] T ccnde Pre | Crmonne Lot &

Occupation: Teacher of Philosophy e i g .;jt‘ e 'wa»“;?i‘v/‘&ig/ |
Industry: Spiritual Group : =

Census Taker notes: This person head of religious cult.
Refused to give age & place of birth.
Left an I.C.R. to be sent directly to Bureau of Census.
3 houses also listed under same number, because there is
only one "head" the "Master", namely Mr. Venta
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